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WHEN PUBLIC SPACES ARE NOT SO PUBLIC
 

 

Ayesha Akbar

University of Bahrain, Bahrain
 

Abstract

Public spaces have long been the main element of the 
urban structure. However, the social and spatial configuration 
of the contemporary city have radically transformed the role of 
public space. Privatization schemes and the concept of 
individual liberties have created new grounds for public life, 
misrepresenting the traditional urban public spaces. This paper 
revives the importance of public spaces, its role in the urban 
structure and how our current generation’s way of life has 
affected these places. It investigates ‘Bahrain Pearling Path’ 
and examines its users and its non-users, how this public space 
has affected both the locals and visitors by interviewing them 
on site and off site. In my research, the main issue is the 
absence of the communication bridge between the locals of the 
route and the visitors. This paper will examine the reasons 
behind the absence of this bridge both architecturally and 
behaviour wise.

 
Keywords: public spaces, privatization schemes, Bahrain Pearling Path, 
architecture, behaviour.
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WATER WALL:
Thermal Storage Tubes

Section 13-12-28

Ayesha Akbar
Milwaukee Area Technical College, Architectural 

Technology

Specification
writing
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Z-Building Cost Estimate
Ayesha Akbar, 2/4/2016

Civil 132

Building Description
•Class of construction: Economy
•Type of Residence: Bi-level
•Specification Highlights: 2 bathrooms + 1 half bath 
Hot air heat
Building envelope

•Exterior Wall System: Brick Veneer - Wood Frame
•Living (habitable) areas:  1824 square feet
•Base costs/ sq f. of living area: $  84.05  

1824 sq. ft. x  $ 84.05 = $ 153,307.2Cost 
Estimate
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IBC 
Codes

IBC Building Code Compliance
The YWCA - Womens Enterprise Center - Milwaukee, WI

IBC Category Existing/Proposed Code Allowance Reference

1.Occupancy Classification Type E & B : 
Lower level:    Education
First floor:       Education
Second floor:  Business

non-hazardous business IBC Table 4.7 (Chapter 3)

2.Fire Protection Active sprinkler system Not required by code IBC Chapter 9 (Chapter 
9)

3.Height 2 Stories/ 32’ - 1”
Lower level: partially 
below grade

Sprinklered :       6 
stories/ 85’ 
Not sprinklered : 5 stories

IBC Table 504.3 and 
504.4 

4.Area Lower level:     12, 986 sq 
ft
First floor:        12, 776 sq 
ft
Second floor:   12, 924 sq 
ft
Total Area:     38, 686 sq 
ft

Type B - SM with code: 
85,500 sq ft
Type E - SM with code: 
70,500 sq ft

IBC Table 506.2
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Hand drawn :

Plaza 
design 12



ARTIST’S 
VILLA

HAND 
DRAWN:
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Revit:

RESIDENTIAL
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RESIDENTIAL
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Details
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Revit:

Commercial
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Revit:

Commercial
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Revit:

Commercial
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The C’Stotre.co
REVIT:
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The C’Stotre.co
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The C’Stotre.co
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The C’Stotre.co
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The C’Stotre.co
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Cost Estimate

Gas Station with a Convenience Store - Capstone 
Project

Foundation
Foundations: 896 sq. ft. x 4.32   = 3, 870
Slab on grade: 2600 sq. ft. x 7.29 = 18, 954

Roof
Roof : 2808 sq. ft. x 6.61 = 18, 560

Exterior
Walls: 3915 sq. ft. x 24.28 = 73, 204
Doors: 2 x 2,776 = 5,552     
Windows: 40 X 41.50 = 1,660

The C’Store.co
(cost estimate)
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3ds max & AutoCAD:

Affordable 
housing
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